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successes the biographer passes with unsatisfactory
rapidity. He formed a school of twelve children* At
the end of the two years his companion retired, in the
extremity of sickness, to New Corbey, and died.

But whatever the success of Anschar in Denmark,
the more remote regions of the North suddenly opened
on the zealous missionary. An embassy from Sweden
announced that many of that nation were prepared to
accept Christianity. Anschar did not hesitate at once
to proceed to this more distant and unknown scene of
labour. As he crossed the Sound, his ship was attacked
by pirates: he escaped with difficulty to the shore,
losing all he possessed, especially the precious treasure
of forty books. On his arrival in Sweden, the reigning
king allowed him full liberty to preach the Gospel.
There were many Christian captives in the land, who
gladly welcomed a priest who could administer the
sacred mysteries of the faith. Anschar, after some time,
returned to France; and Gauzbert, a Frankish monk,
was sent as Bishop to Sweden.

In the mean time the archbishopric of Hamburg had

been founded.    Anschar was raised to the see,

and invested with metropolitan power over all

the northern missions.   But the Northmen had as yet

learned no respect  for Christianity.     They

surprised Hamburg.   Anschar hardly escaped,

bearing away nothing but the reliques of the saints;

everything else, even Ms library, was burned to ashes.

The. prospects of Christianity in Sweden were sud-
denly darkened. The king had favoured the preachers
of the Gospel; the people were still obdurately wedded
to their idolatry. An insurrection broke out; one
Christian teacher suffered death; the Bishop was seized
and expelled from tliA kingdom, For seven years